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Spring Cleanup Events  
KBB and the City of Blanco host a cleanup event each spring. Unfortunately, 
KBB’s 21st annual Don’t Mess with Texas Trash Off and 14th annual Blanco River 
Clean-Up on Sat., March 28, 2020 was postponed at this time due to the 
coronavirus. There is no make-up date scheduled at this time; we will keep 
everyone updated. This event is possible with the support of Keep America 
Beautiful (KAB), Keep Texas Beautiful (KTB), and the City of Blanco. KAB’s Great 
American Cleanup, which is the largest community improvement program that 
normally runs from March 19- June 20 
and KTB’s Don’t Mess with Texas Trash 
Off have been postponed to avoid the 
spread COVID-19. The Blanco County 
Cleanup event scheduled for April 18 has 
also been postponed until further notice. 
KBB is looking forward to cleaning up 
Blanco with the community eventually! 
Earth Day Network, the global organizer of 

 

https://www.cityofblanco.com/
https://kab.org/
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http://ktb.org/
https://www.earthday.org/earth-day-2020/


 

Earth Day, will mark the 50th anniversary of Earth Day with 
the first Digital Earth Day on April 22. More information will 
be announced closer to the date; KBB’s website and 
Facebook will provide the updates and links for the Digital 
Earth Day event.  

 

Links for COVID-19 Updates: 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) 
Texas Department of State Health Services (DSHS) 

World Health Organization (WHO) 
 

 

Quick Lesson on “Reuse” 
The definition of reuse is to use a product again for the same purpose it was 
created for and is usually not altered. When you reuse an item, you will be using 
the product to its fullest extent. An easy thing to reuse daily is a washable cup or 
bottle. It is easy to refill your cup or bottle and some establishments will even 
refill the cup/bottle. Reusable plates and utensils are also great. If you do use 
disposable products, don’t throw them away because they can be washed and 

reused. Cloth napkins eliminate the need for paper napkins 
and are also a nice alternative. Another idea is to bring 
reusable take-out containers with you to restaurants which 
will not only help save the environment but also save the 
restaurant money. Reusable bags are great for shopping at 
stores and eliminate the waste from plastic bags. Don’t 
forget to recycle the plastic and paper bags you do have 
after purchasing reusable bags. Lowes Market has a 
plastic bin right inside their doors for plastic bags to be 

recycled in. “Recycled Water generally refers to treated domestic wastewater that 
is used more than once before it passes back into the water cycle,” states the 
Wateruse website. Water can also be reused in different ways such as irrigation. 
Rainwater collection is also an example of reusing water.  Reusing products can 
really help the environment for future generations! 
 

KBB hopes that everyone stays safe during the COVID-19 pandemic. 
Please do not pick up litter that is not yours at this time. If you must, 
please wear gloves and wash your hands thoroughly afterwards. Make 
sure to dispose of used tissues/paper towels properly. Wash your 
hands and stay safe! #SafetyisBeautiful #FightCOVID19 
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First Board Meeting of the Year 
Retta Martin, acting chair, requested Rachel Lumpee, 
secretary, run the meeting since it was also her birthday 
celebration. Lumpee opened the meeting at 11:13 a.m. on 

Tuesday, Jan. 21 at Uptown 
Blanco Restaurant. A quorum was established with 
board members: Martin, Judy Dorsett, Lumpee, Pete 
Powell, and Debbie Andry and members: Gloria Flores, 
Angie Rudd, Joey Garcia and Glenn Johnson present. 
The minutes from the Oct. 15 meeting were approved. 
Next, chair comments were heard. Lumpee provided 
an outline of all the projects and events in 2019 
because many different things occurred including the 

April Trash-off events, the first ever Fall Sweep, and the implementation of the 
Blanco Cigarette Litter Prevention Program (CLPP). Martin asked Dorsett if KBB 
should hire someone to spray the Byars Live Oak Tree for ball moss. It was 
decided that it would be okay going a year without being sprayed because there 
isn’t too much ball moss and the tree looks great. Dorsett reported that one of 
the plastic brown receptacles had a small fire outside 
of her workplace. Powell will look at the receptacle to 
fix the problem and also empty the receptacles soon. 
There are four benches that need repair so Powell will 
be taking the benches to the high school for the FFA 
students to repair. Next, Powell presented the financial 
report. The KBB account currently has $298.97 and the 
Streetscape account totals $5,646.60. The remaining 
$1500 from the CLPP grant will arrive after final scan is 
complete in Feb. $105 was spent on new LED 
Christmas lights. KBB hopes to begin working on part 
two of the Town Creek Riparian Restoration project this 
year. Next, the Blanco Christmas Trail of Lights was discussed briefly. Powell 
reported 2019 had the least amount of problems for the lights at the park except 
for the rain. There were more lights and stuff even! There is still a vacancy in the 
education chair. Flores will think about taking on the position but at this time no 
action. The Don’t Mess with Texas Trash Off (DMWTTO) events were discussed 
next. KBB’s 21st annual DMWTTO and 14th annual Blanco River Cleanup is 
scheduled for March 28. Lumpee will submit the event to Keep Texas Beautiful 
(KTB) and order supplies for the event. Plans for the DMWTTO Art Contest are 
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currently in the works. It was discussed to open up the 
contest to all three schools instead of just the elementary. 
Martin will be contacting the schools. Next, Lumpee provided 
an update over the CLPP. 1,700 butts have been recycled 
with TerraCycle. The final cigarette butt scan will take place 
the first week of Feb. and then Lumpee will fill out paperwork 
and get everything turned in. KBB still has a lot of pocket 
ashtrays; pocket ashtrays are free to citizens.  Martin and 
Andry will begin passing out the door stickers that say “Don’t Leave Your Butts 

Behind. #KeepBlancoBeautiful #BlancoCLPP” to local 
businesses. Earth Day celebrates 50 years on April 22. 
Lumpee suggested donating buttons or stickers to the 
schools for all the students to wear that day. She also 
suggested having a booth at the pergola to celebrate on 
April 22. Earth Day celebrations will be finalized at the 
next meeting. The membership drive was discussed next 
and it was suggested to have a year-round membership 
drive instead of a cut off point. Martin is expecting to 
have the 2020 brochures from On Point shortly and will 
begin handing them out as soon as possible. A  link for 
the membership drive can be found on the website and 
Facebook page as a paperless option this year. Lumpee 
has begun filling out the Governor's Community 

Achievement Awards (GCAA) application which is due Feb. 20. at 5 p.m. The 
grant is awarded to towns for their outstanding efforts to keep their communities 
beautiful by KTB in partnership with the TxDOT and the award for a town the size 
of Blanco is $90,000. The meeting was adjourned at 11:47 a.m. 

Free CLPP Items 
KBB’s Cigarette Litter Prevention Program still 
has pocket ashtrays, cigarette litter brochures, 
and “Don’t Leave Your Butts Behind” window 
decals available. Contact us if you are 
interested in any of the above.  

Join us in 2020!  
Our membership drive is still active and members will be listed on the back of our 
2020 t-shirt. If you’d like to fill out the membership form online, please fill out this 
link. KBB appreciates your support and couldn’t do all of the projects and events 
throughout the year without you. KBB is always looking for volunteers and you 

 

https://www.terracycle.com/en-US
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don’t even need to live in town to become a part of this 
wonderful organization. Our committees include: 
Beautification, Civic/Neighborhood, Education/ Schools, 

Fundraising/Finance, Law 
enforcement/Municipal, Public 
Awareness, and Recycling. 
Beautification members work on 
flower beds and pots around the 
courthouse square and in the park on Tuesday mornings 
in front of City Hall at 9 a.m. weather permitting. 
Currently, the beautification committee is not meeting 
due to COVID-19 but we hope to begin meeting again 

soon. Please check our website and Facebook page for updates. KBB is still 
searching for an Education chair who is responsible for educating school 
children regarding litter and waste handling practices. He/she also educates 
officials, teachers, semi-professional staff, clerical and maintenance staff 
regarding cleanliness techniques; and recognition of outstanding 
class/school/staff. We are also always looking for new members to join the other 
committees as well. Please let us know if you are interested in joining us! No 
special skills needed and all are welcome!  

 

KBB, Inc.  
830-833-4720 
keepblancobeautiful@gmail.com 
https://keepblancobeautiful.org/ 
https://www.facebook.com/pg/KeepBlancoBeautiful 
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